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Chairman: Cllr Graham Bowles 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Jones, Neutral Farm House, Mill Lane, Butley. IP12 3PA

Tel: 01394 459400, E-Mail: blaxhallparishclerk@gmail.com
________________________________________________________________________

BLAXHALL PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4TH MAY 2016 IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL FOLLOWING THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles


Cllr Malcolm Browne








Cllr Ray Herring


Cllr Jeff Hume




Cllr Maggie Jennings


Cllr Mike Plant





Cllr Steve Smedley


Cllr Bill Waring



        In attendance: Joanne Jones – Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present.
1. Election of Chairman
Cllr Bowles asked for nominations for Chairman.  Cllr Hume Proposed that Cllr Bowles should continue within the role of Chairman, Seconded by Cllr Jennings.  There were no other nominations for Chairman and therefore Cllr Bowles was duly elected.  All in Favour.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed by the Chairman and witnessed by the Clerk.  
2. Election of Vice Chairman
The Chairman asked for nominations for Vice Chairman.  Cllr Bowles Proposed that Cllr Waring should continue within the role of Vice Chairman, Seconded by Cllr Jennings.  All in Favour.  Cllr Waring was duly elected.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed by the Vice Chairman and witnessed by the Clerk.  
3. Public Forum

There were no members of the public present.
4. Apologies

Apologies were accepted from Cllr Pictor.
5.
To receive Councillors' Declarations of Interest
      There were none.

      5.1 – To Consider any Dispensations
      There were none.

6.
To Approve draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd March 2016
A copy of the draft minutes had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting and 
      Approval was proposed by Cllr Plant, Seconded by Cllr Jennings.  All in Favour.  
7.
Matters Arising from the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd March 2016
      There were none.
8.
Parish Clerk's Report
      To confirm letters of thanks have been received for the recent donations given.  A VAT 

      reclamation has now been received for £2,186.76 and to report £393.56 of this was for the 
      VH/PF Committee.
9.
     Parish Council Business
     9.1 - Dog Bins 

     Cllr Smedley raised concerns regarding the amount of dog foul found within the village whilst 
     carrying out the recent litter pick.  Cllr Smedley Proposed a dog waste bin should be purchased 

     and sited within the main car park of Blaxhall Big Common on Tunstall Rd, Seconded by Cllr 
     Jennings.  All in Favour.  Action: Clerk to liaise with SC Norse.
     9.2 - To receive an update on the outcome of the recent site visit held on Blaxhall Big 
     Common 
     The Chairman and Cllr Waring reported on the recent site meeting held with representatives 

     from Suffolk Wildlife Trust and Natural England to discuss issues on the Big Common.  He 
     reported the main problem appeared to be Silver Birch and Bracken to which the Chairman gave 
     details.  He reported there were also concerns regarding the dieback of the Heather and advised 

     prevention methods were being carried out.  The Chairman provided details regarding the new 

     amounts to be received as a result of the grant from Natural England and confirmed the 

     application for this funding had now been submitted.  Cllr Waring confirmed discussions were 
     held regarding dog owners being asked to keep their dogs on a lead but advised no formal 

     decision had been made.

10.
Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and   Allotments etc. in order to consider any actions required

Cllr Waring suggested a letter of thanks should be sent to County Cllr Reid as a result of the recent works carried out to prevent future flooding.  Cllr Waring volunteered to compile letter to County Cllr Reid.  Action: Cllr Waring to compile letter. 
The Chairman gave details of a meeting in which himself and Cllr Waring had attended whereby SC Highways were present.  Cllr Herring also gave further details regarding procurement issues.
10.1 - Vehicle Activated Speeding Sign – To receive an update and consider the correspondence received from Suffolk County Council

The Clerk gave details regarding the proposed sites and types of Vehicle Activated Speed signs available.  Following a brief discussion it was Unanimously Agreed the posts would be sited at locations 2b and 1b and the type of sign preferred to be purchased was the Radulux model.  Action: Clerk to correspond with SC Highways and liaise with the Chairman of Chillesford Parish Meeting.

    11.        Planning Matters
     11.1. New Applications 

     Planning Ref: DC/16/1486/FUL

     Address: 2 Ship Cottages, Ship Corner, Blaxhall

     Proposal: Demolition of existing rear extensions and replacement with new extension, including 
     two-storey element; replacement of windows to front elevation, including removal of large shop 
     windows & door and replacement with two smaller windows.

     It was Agreed the Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  Proposed by Cllr 

     Plant, Seconded by Cllr Smedley.  All in Favour. 

     11.2. To consider any applications received prior to the meeting at the discretion of the 
     Chairman
     None received.

     11.3. Update on Existing Applications
     Planning Ref: DC/15/4540/LBC

     Address: 1 Tudor Cottages, Church Rd, Blaxhall

     Proposal: Replace downstairs and upstairs rotten windows

     There were No Objections to this application.  This application has been Withdrawn.
     11.4. SCDC Local Plan – Proposed Submission Documents – Publication for 
     representations for soundness consultation - To consider correspondence received

     The Clerk gave details regarding this consultation and correspondence received.  She advised 
     the new housing allocation between 2010 and 2027 for Blaxhall was Nil.  Cllr Herring 
     provided additional information regarding this consultation and the polices included to which 

     the Chairman raised some concerns.  Following a discussion regarding whether the Parish 

     Council should respond to this consultation a formal vote was taken and it was agreed a 
     response would be sent stating it was felt the document is sound.  Approval was Proposed by 
     Cllr Hume, Seconded by Cllr Smedley.  All in Favour. 
12.
     Finance
     Bank Balances as at 31/3/16: A/C 10796573 - £9,035.99 A/C 90184039 - £4525.98

     12.1 – Payments to be Approved:-
     £237.47 - Clerk’s Salary & Expenses  

     £393.56 - Blaxhall VH/PF Committee – VAT Reclamation

     £40.00 – Shane Pictor (Newsletter Printing Costs)

     Approval for the above payments was proposed by Cllr Hume, Seconded by Cllr Jennings.  All 

     in Favour.
     12.2 - To Approve the 2015/16 End of Year Accounts
     A copy of the Annual Accounts had been sent to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  The Clerk 
     confirmed the Internal Audit had now been carried out to which she gave details.  The Annual 
     Accounts were Reviewed by the Parish Council and Proposed for Approval by Cllr Herring, 

     Seconded by Cllr Plant.  All in Favour.  These were duly signed by the Chairman and Clerk.  
            12.3 – To Approve Section 1 of Local Council's Annual Return
            Jo Jones (RFO) had tabled a copy of Section 1 of the Annual Return and this was Proposed for    

            Approval by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr Hume.  All in Favour.  
            12.4 – To Approve Section 2 of Local Council's Annual Return
            Jo Jones (RFO) had circulated a copy of Section 2 of the Annual Return and this was Proposed 
            for Approval by Cllr Hume, Seconded by Cllr Smedley.  All in Favour. 

13. 
     Correspondence
            There was none.
14.        Chairman's Notices
     These were covered within the Annual Parish Meeting.

      15.
Any other matters arising
             It was agreed a replacement Emergency Plan Officer needed to be appointed.
16. Questions/comments/items for the next meeting to be held on Wednesday 6th July 2016
      Formation of Commons Trust Workings Parties to include future maintenance of the Pit.
17.
Public Forum
 
There were no members of the public in attendance.

There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked the Council for their support and attendance and closed the meeting at 9:32pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
             Date:   .....................................................
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