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Chairman: Cllr Graham Bowles 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Jones, Neutral Farm House, Mill Lane, Butley. IP12 3PA

Tel: 01394 459400, E-Mail: blaxhallparishclerk@gmail.com
________________________________________________________________________
     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 4TH 
JANUARY 2017 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL 

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)
 




Cllr Maggie Jennings


Cllr Mike Plant




Cllr Shane Pictor


Cllr Malcolm Browne



Cllr Jeff Hume


Cllr Ray Herring
In attendance: Joanne Jones – Parish Clerk.  There were no members of the public present.

1. Public Forum
There were no members of the public present.
2. To receive apologies for absence

There were none.
3.
To receive councillors' declarations of Interest
There were none. 

      3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations    
      None received.
4. Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid
County Cllr Reid was not present.  A written report had been submitted to which had been circulated to all Councillors.
      Report by District Cllr Ray Herring

      District Cllr Herring gave a verbal report.  Cllr Plant raised concerns regarding increases to 
      households in respect of SCDC’s element to the Council Tax to which District Cllr Herring 
      provided clarification.

      Reports from Village Organizations

      PCC – Apologies had been received from Mike Cowling.  A written report had been received, 

      as follows:-

      The Village concert to celebrate Robin Graham reaching 90 was a very successful and 

      enjoyable event – special thanks to Parish Councillors who supported it.

      The annual Carol Service at St Peter’s attracted a near-capacity 144 souls and was an excellent   

      start to Christmas.

      There has not been a service at St Peter’s on Christmas Day for some years but the 2016 event, 

      led by Canon John Giles from Aldeburgh, attracted a good congregation for what was a very 

      inclusive service with the young people of the Village taking part.

      The next major event at St Peter’s is the Candlemas service at 6.30pm on Sunday 29th January 

      2017 which will be a candle-lit Choral Evensong with the Alde River Singers, led by Bill Gloyn 

      All are welcome.  There will be refreshments afterwards.

 

       Report from Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust
       Cllr Hume reported a 2nd public meeting had been held in November 2016 in which 30 people 
       had attended to which he gave details.  He confirmed a newsletter had also been sent to all 
       households.  Cllr Hume advised that a membership scheme had been implemented at a cost of 

       £3 per member and application forms are available online.  He gave details regarding the 

       recent litter picks carried out and urged for volunteers to assist.
       Cllr Hume reported a proposal had been received from SWT for an environmental assessment 
       to be carried out to which he provided details.  Finally, he confirmed the next meeting of the 

       Trust would be held on 14th January 2017.  The Chairman thanked Cllr Hume for his report.
5. To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd 


November 2016

       The draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd November 2016 had 
       been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Plant,
       Seconded by Cllr Jennings.  5 in Favour, 2 Abstentions.

6. Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 2nd November 2016
There were none.
7.
Parish Clerk's Report

      The Clerk gave details regarding a letter she had received from a local Parishioner whom had

      expressed an interest in possibly applying to join the Parish Council.

      The Clerk confirmed she had received correspondence from a local resident whom had offered 

      Parish Council members to park at his property and also pop in for a warm drink if a site visit 

      was to be carried out at Blaxhall Big Common in respect of the felling of the Silver Birch Trees.  
      The Clerk asked due to family commitments if the March Parish Council meeting could possibly 

      be held one week later than normal.  Subject to the Clerk’s confirmation there were No 
      Objections to this request.  The Clerk advised she would put up notices within both 
      noticeboards and on the Parish Council’s website in order to inform Parishioners of the change 
      of date.
8.
      Parish Council Business
      8.1 – Election of Vice Chairman due to the recent resignation of Bill Waring

      The Chairman nominated Cllr Pictor to take on the role of Vice Chairman, Seconded by Cllr 
      Jennings.  All in Favour.  Cllr Pictor was duly elected.

      8.2 - To consider a possible reduction in Parish Council members 

      The Chairman confirmed the number of Parish Council members was currently 9 but stated he  

      felt it could be beneficial if this was possibly reduced to 7 to which he gave details.  The Clerk 
      and Cllr Herring provided further information regarding this procedure.  Cllr Herring stated he 
      could not see the benefit in reducing the size of the Parish Council to which he gave details.
      There was a formal vote and it was Resolved the membership should remain at 9.  It was 

      agreed the Clerk would inform SCDC of the recent resignations and advertise the vacancies.  

      The Chairman also asked the Clerk to respond to the local resident whom had shown an interest 
      in applying to join the Parish Council. 
      8.3 – Sizewell C - Stage 2 of EDF’s Consultation – To consider the Parish Council’s 
      response to this consultation

      The Chairman stated he would like to nominate Cllr Hume to take the lead of compiling this 
      response.  Cllr Hume gave details regarding the potential impact on local roads and provided

      information regarding suggested road improvements that could be carried out in order to prevent 

      this.  The Chairman asked Councillors to submit their comments to Cllr Hume by 20.1.17.
  9.
Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and
              Allotments etc. in order to consider any actions required
     9.1 – To receive an update regarding the letter sent to SC Highways in respect of flooding

     & the cutting of verges within the Parish – To consider correspondence received from 
     SCC

     The Clerk gave details regarding response received from Derek Oldham at SCC.  It was agreed 

     the Parish Council should continue to keep pressing SCC in respect of the ongoing flooding 

     problems within the Parish.

    10.        Planning Matters

     10.1 - Applications received since the last meeting

     Planning ref: DC/16/4893/FUL

     Address: 2 Ship Cottages, Ship Corner, Blaxhall, Woodbridge.

     Proposal: Demolition of existing rear lean-to and conservatory and replacement with new 
     extension, including two-storey element. This is a revised scheme, reduced in size from that 
     approved on 1 June 2016 (DC/16/1486/FUL). The new work will match or complement the 
     original building in terms of design and materials, reversing more recent unsympathetic 
     alterations. No alterations are proposed to the front elevation, other than those already approved.
     The Parish Council had No Objections.  No decision has been made by SCDC to date.

     Planning Ref: DC/16/4696/FUL

     Address: Corner Cottage, School Rd, Blaxhall

     Proposal: Rear extension, new car port and other minor alterations.

     The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  No decision has been made by 
     SCDC to date.
     Planning Ref: DC/16/4717/PN3

     Address: The Mare and Foal Stables at Stone Farm, Station Rd, Blaxhall, Suffolk

     Proposal: Notification for prior approval for a proposed change of use/conversion
     The Parish Council Objected to this application on the following grounds:-

· The property is outside the village envelope boundary.

· The proposal/conversion is sited within the wrong position and would result in an overdevelopment of the site.

· The proposed building is too small to turn into a dwelling.

· The proposal would destroy the outlook and character of the historic barn.

SCDC approved that prior approval was not required in respect of this application.

      The Chairman gave details regarding this application and the approval decision granted 
      by SCDC.



      10.2. To consider any applications received prior to the meeting at the discretion of the 
      Chairman 
      None received.
      10.3. Update on Existing Applications
      Nothing to report.
 

    11.        Finance
     Bank Balances as at 30/11/16: A/C 10796573 - £9,038.25, A/C 90184039 - £6,669.08


     Payments

     Jo Jones Salary & Expenses (December 2016) - £206.68

     Suffolk Wildlife Trust (Annual Subscription) - £38.00

     11.1 Payments to be approved

     Jo Jones Salary & Expenses - £210.73

     Shane Pictor (Printing – Newsletter) - £60.00 

     HMRC (PAYE – Jo Jones) - £140.80


     Approval was Proposed by Cllr Hume, Seconded by Cllr Herring.  All in Favour.

     11.2 – To carry out a review of the Parish Council’s Risk Assessment
     The Clerk had tabled a copy of this document for all Councillors.  Approval for this to be 

     Adopted was Unanimously Agreed by the Council.

     11.3 – Review of cheque signatories 
     The Clerk confirmed the current cheque signatories were Cllr Bowles, Cllr Browne and former 

     Cllr Waring.  It was Unanimously Approved that Cllr Pictor should replace Bill Waring.
12.       Correspondence

     12.1 – To consider correspondence received from Snape Parish Council regarding local 
     speeding 

     The Clerk had circulated a copy of the correspondence received to all Councillors.  The 

     Chairman gave details regarding the correspondence received and it was agreed the Parish 

     Council would monitor speeding again once the Vehicle Activated Speed signs had been erected.

     The Clerk advised she would chase SC Highways regarding the erection of the posts.  It was 

     agreed as the Vehicle Activated Sign had been delivered that Chillesford should have this sited 

     whilst Blaxhall wait for their posts to be erected.  The Clerk confirmed she would liaise with 
     Peter McGinity, Chillesford Parish Meeting Chairman regarding this matter.
13.       Chairman's Notices
     Allotment Committee – Cllr Browne provided details regarding a survey that had recently been 

     carried out in respect of the asbestos.  He reported he had now been informed by Karen Baker 
     that there was also a substantial amount on her plot to which he gave details.  There was a brief 
     discussion and it was agreed this could also be removed when the removal of the asbestos took 
     place.

     Village Hall/Playing Field Committee – Cllr Bowles confirmed the replacement doors at the 

     Village Hall were now complete and erected.  He also reported the recent Xmas Party had proved 

      to be a very successful event.

14.       Any other matters arising
    It was agreed Cllr Browne would become a key holder for the noticeboard. 
15.       Questions/comments/items for the Parish Council Meeting to be held on Wednesday 8th 

            March 2017

            End of year financial reviews.
16.       Public Forum
            There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked the Council for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8.46pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
             Date:   .....................................................
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