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Chairman: Cllr Graham Bowles 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Jones, Neutral Farm House, Mill Lane, Butley. IP12 3PA

Tel: 01394 459400, E-Mail: blaxhallparishclerk@gmail.com
________________________________________________________________________
     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6th JULY 2016 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL 

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)
Cllr Bill Waring 




Cllr Malcolm Browne


Cllr Jeff Hume







Cllr Steve Smedley


Cllr Mike Plant




Cllr Shane Pictor
In attendance: Joanne Jones – Parish Clerk and County Cllr Andrew Reid.  There were no members of the public present.

1. Public Forum
There were no members of the public present.
2. To receive apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs Jennings and Herring.
3.
To receive councillors' declarations of Interest
Cllr Smedley declared a non-pecuniary interest as he is a Trustee of the Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust. 

      3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations    
      None received.
4. Report by Suffolk Constabulary
      No written report had been received.
      Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid
      County Cllr Reid had sent a written report.  He provided details regarding the proposed   

      Devolution Scheme and confirmed 4 districts have now rejected the deal.  He advised that 

      negotiations would be being considered along with consultation to improve/finalize the deal to 

      which he reported he was hoping the Parish Council would be consulted on.  He urged 
      Councillors to look at the information available regarding this matter on SCC’s website.  
      Questions were asked by Councillors regarding this matter to which County Cllr Reid provided 
      clarification.  The Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his report.
      Report by District Cllr Ray Herring
      Apologies had been received from District Cllr Herring.  No written report had been submitted. 

      Reports from Village Organizations

      Apologies had been received from Mike Cowling.  The Clerk read the following report: -
      PCC – The Blaxhall Festival over the weekend 25th/26th June was assisted in many ways by 
      many people from across the village, and in particular the members of the Parish Council. We 
      are very grateful for this support which allowed the best to be made from a wide range of 
      activities on what was a very wet weekend. The Parochial Church Council is very grateful to all 
      who helped in whatever way.
      Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust – Cllr Smedley confirmed all minutes 
      were now available online.  He advised the Charity has now been registered with HMRC for the 
      purpose of Gift Aid and they were looking to get another newsletter out in the near future.  He 

      confirmed they had been in discussions with David Pugh regarding land at Mill Common in 
      which he wished to dispose of and reported a valuation had been carried out and representatives 
      had also met with Mr Pugh.  Cllr Smedley advised a proposal and offer had been submitted to 
      Mr Pugh but since he had received an e-mail stating he was not willing to sell this land at the 

      present time to which he gave details.  There was a brief discussion whereby Councillors 
      expressed their views regarding this matter to which Cllrs Smedley and Hume provided 
      clarification.  The Chairman stated he felt as a result of this decision the Parish Council may 
      need to engage with Mr Pugh regarding his future intentions for this land.  Cllr Waring stated 
      he felt the Parish Council must ensure that any discussions were kept open and transparent. 

      It was felt the Charitable Trust should wait for information to be received from Mr Pugh in the 
      first instance and as a result of this the Parish Council could then possibly liaise with Mr Pugh.  
      There was a formal vote and 3 Councillors were in Favour that in principle the Parish Council 

      should engage with Mr Pugh regarding this land and 3 Councillors were against engaging with 

      him at this stage.  There was also 1 Abstention.  The Chairman thanked Cllrs Smedley and 
      Hume for their report.
5.
To approve the draft minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Wednesday 4th May 2016 and the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 8th June 2016

       The draft minutes of the Annual Meeting held on Wednesday 4th May 2016 had been circulated 

       to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Approval for the Annual Meeting was Proposed by Cllr 
       Waring, Seconded by Cllr Plant.  6 in Favour, 1 Abstention.

       Approval for the draft minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 8th June 2016 was 

       Proposed by Cllr Hume, Seconded by Cllr Plant.  4 In Favour, 3 Abstentions.

6.
Matters Arising from the Annual Meeting held on Wednesday 4th May 2016 and the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 8th June 2016 
              Vehicle Activated Speed Sign - The Clerk confirmed she was in the process of getting the agreement signed and reported once this had been submitted hopefully the posts could be sited.

7.
Parish Clerk's Report
      To confirm I have received revised pay scales from NALC and the spinal column point to 
      which I am paid has risen from £10.62 per hour to £10.63 per hour with effect from April 2016.

      A World of Planning Event is due to be held at SCDC Council Chamber on Wednesday 13th 
      July 2016 between 6 – 8:30pm. Please advise if you wish to attend this event.

8.
      Parish Council Business
      8.1 - Formation of Commons Trust Workings Parties to include future maintenance of the 
      Pit 

      The Chairman asked Cllr Smedley if a formal proposal could be submitted from the Trust in 

      order for this to be an agenda item at the next meeting of the VH/PF Committee.
  9.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and   
               Allotments etc. in order to consider any actions required
      9.1 – Cutting of verges within Blaxhall 
      The Clerk gave details regarding an e-mail received from a local resident.  She raised concerns 
      regarding the current hazardous conditions and it was agreed the Clerk should write a letter of 
      complaint regarding the standard of work/cutting being carried out and also liaise with County 
      Cllr Andrew Reid regarding this matter.
      9.2 – Asbestos on Allotment Sites
      Cllr Browne stated the Allotment Committee were struggling to find a contractor to remove the 
      asbestos from both Allotment sites.  The Chairman suggested SC Norse should be asked to 
      remove this and suggested he liaised with Cllr Herring, if necessary.
      9.3 – Flooding within Blaxhall 
      Cllr Waring confirmed work had now been carried out but stated this would need to reviewed.  

      The Clerk reported she had received a complaint regarding flooding outside Lime Tree Farm 

      by The Ship Inn.  Again it was agreed this should be monitored and Tunstall Parish Council 

      should be made aware as this land is within the Tunstall boundary.


    10.        Planning Matters

     10.1 - Applications since the last meeting:-

     Planning Ref: DC/16/2193/FUL

     Location: Mill House, Mill Common, Blaxhall

     Proposal: Proposed 2 storey extension

     It was agreed the Parish Council would support this application in principle but they wished for     

     the following points to be raised to SCDC:-
· Strong Objections were made in respect of the proposed UPVC white windows as it was felt these would not be in keeping with the original.

· They also wished to point out that the eastern position of the site was actually common land and not garden.

This application has been Granted by SCDC.

     Cllr Browne raised concerns regarding Blaxhall Commons Trust response to SCDC in respect of    

     this application and stated he felt the CROW act should not have been put upon the new resident.

     10.2. To consider any applications received prior to the meeting at the discretion of the 
     Chairman

     Planning Ref: DC/16/2634/Listed Building Consent

     Address: 1 Tudor Cottages, Church Rd, Blaxhall

     Proposal: Replace ground floor and first floor windows front elevation - Replace ground floor 
     window rear elevations.

     The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.


     10.3. Update on Existing Applications

     Planning Ref: DC/16/1486/FUL

     Address: 2 Ship Cottages, Ship Corner, Blaxhall

     Proposal: Demolition of existing rear extensions and replacement with new extension, including 
     two-storey element; replacement of windows to front elevation, including removal of large shop 
     windows & door and replacement with two smaller windows.

     The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted 
     by SCDC with 3 Conditions.


    11.        Finance
     Bank Balances as at 31/5/16: A/C 10796573 - £9,031.39, A/C 90184039 - £6,705.06


     Income Received

     None

     Payments since the last meeting
     Jo Jones Salary & Expenses (June 2016) - £199.60



     11.1 Payments to be approved

     Jo Jones Salary & Expenses (August 2016) - £213.91

     HMRC (PAYE – Jo Jones) - £136.80

     Approval for the above payments was Proposed by Cllr Plant, Seconded by Cllr Hume.  All 

     in Favour

12.
Correspondence
      12.1 – To consider correspondence received from SCDC regarding proposed Engagement 

      Forums – A copy of this correspondence had been circulated prior to the meeting.  It was 
      agreed the Clerk would respond stating the Parish Council would be interested in attending the 

      proposed forums.
      Waste Litter Bin to be sited at Snape Rd Big Common Car Park – The Clerk confirmed she 

      had recently received an e-mail providing details of the bins available from SC Norse and had 

      also asked Ben Calvesbert, SWT to provide his opinion on the type/colour of bins available to 

      which she gave details.  It was agreed the Clerk would chase Ben Calvesbert for his comments 

      in order so this matter could be progressed.  
13.
Chairman's Notices
      Allotment Committee – Cllr Browne confirmed there were currently 3 people on the 

      waiting list.  He also provided an update regarding the current condition of the allotments.
      Village Hall/Playing Field Committee – Cllr Bowles reported the Queens 90th Birthday Ball 
      had been a very successful event. He confirmed the replacement doors for the Village Hall had 

      been ordered and were now in the process of being made.  Finally, Cllr Bowles reported this 

      years Summer Fete would be held on Saturday 13th August 2016 and urged Councillors to 

      assist at this event, if possible.
14. 
Any other matters arising
      Cllr Plant asked the Clerk to report to SCDC that the road sign for Heath Walk was broken.  
      Cllr Waring raised serious concerns regarding the service being carried out by SCC in respect of 

      uncut verges/posts for the speeding sign/flooding.  It was agreed the Clerk would liaise with 
      County Cllr Andrew Reid regarding this matter.  Cllr Plant advised Suffolk Links no longer take 
      Blaxhall residents to Woodbridge direct.  It was also suggested the Clerk should raise this matter 

      with County Cllr Reid.

15. 
Questions/comments/items for the Parish Council Meeting to be held on Wednesday 7th 

              September 2016
              Concerns regarding service being carried out by Suffolk County Highways.  Parish Council 

              Insurance Renewal.

16.
Public Forum
              There were no members of the public present.
There being no further discussion or questions from the member of the public the Chairman thanked the Council for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 8:52pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
             Date:   .....................................................
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