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Chairman: Cllr Graham Bowles 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Jones, Neutral Farm House, Mill Lane, Butley. IP12 3PA

Tel: 01394 459400, E-Mail: blaxhallparishclerk@gmail.com
________________________________________________________________________
     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 7TH SEPTEMBER 2016 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL 

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)
 




Cllr Ray Herring


Cllr Jeff Hume





Cllr Maggie Jennings


Cllr Mike Plant




Cllr Bill Waring
In attendance: Joanne Jones – Parish Clerk and County Cllr Andrew Reid.  There were 3 members of the public present.

1. Public Forum
A member of the public made enquiries regarding comments made at the July Parish Council meeting regarding possible development on School Hill.  The Chairman and Clerk provided clarification in respect of this matter.
A member of the public raised concerns regarding the state of the hedges & verges within the Parish throughout this summer.  She stated she felt there had been a decline in the service provided since the contract had been taken away from Derek Keeble.  She also advised that she had read an article within the press that SCC were urging Parishes to take on this work themselves.  Cllr Herring gave details regarding work carried out within SCDC by SC Norse and County Cllr Reid gave details regarding the cutting of the verges within the County and stated due to the heavy rain in the early part of the summer the verges have grown at a speedy rate to which the contractors have found very difficult to keep up.
2. To receive apologies for absence
Apologies were received from Cllrs Pictor, Smedley & Browne.
3.
To receive councillors' declarations of Interest
Cllr Hume declared a non-pecuniary interest as he is a member of the Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust. 

      3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations    
      None received.
4. Report by Suffolk Constabulary
      No written report had been received.
      Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid
      County Cllr Reid had sent a written report.  He gave details of a meeting due to be held  

      regarding Coastal Assessable Transport available within Suffolk Coastal and urged Councillors 

      to attend.  The Chairman raised concerns regarding the cutting of verges within the Parish and 
      Cllr Waring stated he felt there was a serious problem and due to the lack of work carried out 
      this summer he felt this would affect the Parish going forward.  

      Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid cont….
      County Cllr Reid gave details regarding the contract with Kier and stated it was felt they were  

      not fulfilling their contract to which he gave details.  As a result of this he stated there was 

      going to be an attempt to re-organise Suffolk County Highways Dept.  In respect of the 

      concerns within Blaxhall County Cllr Reid urged the Parish Council to write to East Area 
      Highways (and send a copy to himself).  County Cllr Reid provided in-depth details regarding 
      this matter and gave details of whom the Parish Council should address their letter of complaint 
      too.  The Chairman closed the meeting to allow a member of the public to comment.  The 
      member of the public suggested a member of the Parish Council could liaise with Derek 
      Keeble regarding the possible renewal of him carrying out the contract for verge and hedge 
      cutting within Blaxhall.  The Chairman thanked the member of the public for her comments and 

      reconvened the meeting.  The Chairman thanked County Cllr Reid for his report.
      Report by District Cllr Ray Herring
      Cllr Herring reported on SCDC procurement policies and how SCDC deal with these.  He 

      provided details regarding grants available from SCDC and advised as a result of the 

      forthcoming moving of premises SCDC were offering furniture to Town & Parish Council’s at a 

      reduced cost.  He confirmed that SCDC were supporting Leiston to develop their on-going 
      project in rejuvenating their village centre.  District Cllr Herring reported that food outlets in 
      SCDC are checked by the Food Safety team and confirmed excellent results are being achieved.
      He gave details regarding the Proposed Devolution Scheme and advised the consultation 
      process was now complete and analysing of the results was being carried out to which he gave 
      details in respect of the next stage of the proposed scheme.
      Cllr Hume raised concerns regarding an article in which he had recently read within the press 
      stating that SCDC may have the planning process taken away from them due to them not hitting 
      the required deadlines.  District Cllr Herring provided clarification regarding this matter and 
      confirmed this statement was incorrect.

      Reports from Village Organizations

      PCC – Mike Cowling reported the Rector had resigned in May and to date no replacement had 

      been appointed.  He confirmed the Diocese had asked for an action plan to be put in place and a 
      meeting was due to be held in order so this matter could be discussed to which he gave details.  

      He reported the next Benefice meeting would be held on 26th September 2016 and advised that 

      an issue that had come up at a previous meeting is Blaxhall’s proposed Emergency Plan.  Mike 
      Cowling stated as funding has been received towards this project he felt this should be 
      developed and confirmed the PCC would be very keen to be involved to move this forward.  On 
      behalf of the PCC Mike Cowling thanked the Parish Council for sharing the fete funds and 
      finally reported the next phase of work at the Church would commence shortly and a 
      programme of works was due to be drawn up.  The Chairman thanked Mike Cowling for his 
      report.
      Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust – Cllr Hume reported a meeting of the 

      Trustees had been held on 23rd July 2016.  He confirmed one of the things discussed at this 

      meeting was the possible implementation of a membership fee of £3.00.  Cllr Hume reported the 
      charity was now registered for gift aid and confirmed a newsletter had been drafted but is yet to 
      be finalized.  He advised litter picks were due to be carried out on 8th & 15th October 2016 and 
      finally confirmed it was hoped that a 2nd public meeting would be held by the end of the year.  

5. To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th July 

              2016 and the draft minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 25th July 2016

       The draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th July 2016 had been 
       circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Hume,
       Seconded by Cllr Plant.  All in Favour.
       Approval for the draft minutes of the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 25th July 2016 
       was Proposed by Cllr Plant, Seconded by Cllr Jennings.  All in Favour.
6. Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 6th July 2016 and the Extraordinary Council meeting held on 25th July 2016

There were none.
7.
Parish Clerk's Report
      I would like to remind you that a meeting has been arranged regarding the new community 
      transport service. There will be representatives at this meeting from both Suffolk County 
      Council and CATS, the provider of the service so residents will be able to ask questions they 
      may have.  Orford Parish Council have kindly offered to host this meeting on Wednesday 
      14th September 2016 at 18.15pm in Orford Town Hall. 

      I can confirm I have written to Peter Thompson and Jim Selby at SCDC regarding the works 
      being carried out at the development at Ship Corner as a result of the concerns raised by a local 
      resident.

      I have also e-mailed SC Highways and spoken to David Chenery directly in order to raise 
      serious concerns regarding the lack of efficient work being carried out by Suffolk County 
      Highways within the Parish.  He has confirmed the lack of work carried out and its timing was 
      due to a change in contractor. 

8.
      Parish Council Business
      Nothing to report.
  9.
 Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and   
               Allotments etc. in order to consider any actions required
      There was a brief discussion regarding overgrown bracken on the Big Common and it was 
      agreed the Clerk would ask Ben Calvesbert from SWT to attend the November Council meeting.

      9.1 – Verge and Hedge cutting within the Parish and concerns with the service being 

      carried out by Suffolk County Highways 

      This matter was considered and dealt with under the Public Forum item on the agenda.
      9.2 – Vehicle Activated Speeding Sign – To receive an update

      The Clerk confirmed the signed paperwork has been sent to SCC and she hoped the posts would 

      be sited in the near future.  She reported she now needed to apply for funding from County 
      Cllr Reid’s Highways Budget in order so that she could order the sign.  The Clerk confirmed 

      that Chillesford Parish Meeting preferred the Westcotec sign rather than the Radarlux.  There 
      was a discussion and the Clerk was asked to look into reliability issues in respect of both signs 
      and as a result, if SCC recommended the Westcotec sign then it was agreed this would be 

      ordered instead of the Radarlux sign.  There was a brief discussion regarding Village Gateways 

      and it was agreed the Clerk would also look into costings for the erection and siting of these.

    10.        Planning Matters

     10.1 - Applications since the last meeting:-

      None received

     10.2 - Applications since the last meeting:-

     Planning Ref: DC/16/2264/FUL

     Address: The Bungalow, Mill Common, Blaxhall

     Proposal: Alterations to include roof lantern in existing flat roof and change of double dual pitch  

     roofs to single dual pitch roof, construction of conservatory, and erection of a triple cart lodge 
     style garage.

     The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted 
     by SCDC.  

     Applications since the last meeting cont.:-
     Planning Ref: DC/16/2634/Listed Building Consent

     Address: 1 Tudor Cottages, Church Rd, Blaxhall

     Proposal: Replace ground floor and first floor windows front elevation - Replace ground 

     floor window rear elevations.

     The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been 

     Granted by SCDC.


    11.        Finance
     Bank Balances as at 31/7/16: A/C 10796573 - £9,037.12, A/C 90184039 - £6,291.55

     Income Received

     None received


     11.1 - Payments to be approved
     Jo Jones Salary & Expenses

-  £205.42

     HMRC (PAYE – Jo Jones)

-  £137.60


     LCPAS (Annual Subscription)

-  £  80.00

     Shane Pictor (Printing – Newsletter)
-  £  40.00




     BDO (External Audit Fee)

 - £120.00

     AON UK Ltd (Insurance Renewal) 
- £212.44

     Approval for the above payments was Proposed by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr Hume.  All 

     in Favour.
     11.2 - To Approve the completion of the 2015/16 Annual Return

     The Clerk gave details regarding the external audit carried out and confirmed as a result of this 

     there had been no matters arising.  Approval for the completion of the 2015/16 Annual Return 

     was Proposed by Cllr Hume, Seconded by Cllr Jennings.  All in Favour.
     11.3 - Clerk’s Salary Review 
     The Clerk gave details regarding the NALC Spinal Column Salary Scales and it was 

     Unanimously Approved that the Clerk should rise from SCP 22 to SCP 23.  
     11.4 - Parish Council Insurance Renewal 
     The Clerk had tabled a paper giving details of the quotations received for all Councillors.  It was 

     Unanimously Approved the Parish Council should renew with Aon UK Ltd at a premium of 

     £212.44. 

12.       Correspondence

     The Clerk gave details of correspondence received from SCC regarding the OneSuffolk 

     website.  She confirmed SCC were no longer able to offer this as a free facility and therefore 

     this service would be taken over by Community Action Suffolk but there would be an annual 

     fee of £50.00 per annum.  The Clerk stated she felt it was unfair that Town & Parish Councils 

     were being charged the same and it was agreed she should challenge this with CAS.  It was also 

     agreed in principle the Parish Council would remain with OneSuffolk as their website provider.
     The Chairman gave details regarding an e-mail received from a local resident regarding the 

     possibility of future development on Mill Common Allotments.  There was a brief discussion and 
     the Chairman stated until a formal planning application has been received this matter could not 
     be discussed formally by the Parish Council.
13.
Chairman's Notices
      Village Hall/Playing Field Committee – Cllr Bowles reported the replacement doors at the 
      Village Hall were due to be installed within the very near future.  He confirmed the next 
      Committee meeting was due to be held on Wednesday 5th October 2016.  Finally, Cllr Bowles 

      reported the Summer Fete had been slightly down on profit but the event had been enjoyed by 
      all that attended and some of the proceeds have been used to fund a sound system and another 
      marquee.

14. 
Any other matters arising
      There were none.
15. 
Questions/comments/items for the Parish Council Meeting to be held on Wednesday 2nd 

              November 2016
              Concerns regarding service being carried out by Suffolk County Highways.  Parish Council 

              2017/18 Budget, Overgrown bracken on Blaxhall Big Common (SWT in attendance).
16.
Public Forum
              There were no questions from the members of the public present.
There being no further discussion or questions from the member of the public the Chairman thanked the Council for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9:05pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
             Date:   .....................................................
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