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Chairman: Cllr Graham Bowles 

Parish Clerk: Joanne Peters, Neutral Farm House, Mill Lane, Butley. IP12 3PA

Tel: 01394 459400, E-Mail: blaxhallparishclerk@gmail.com
________________________________________________________________________
     MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 8TH
MARCH 2017 AT 7:30PM IN BLAXHALL VILLAGE HALL 

Present:    
Cllr Graham Bowles (Chairman)
 




Cllr Maggie Jennings


Cllr Mike Plant




Cllr Shane Pictor


Cllr Ray Herring
In attendance: Joanne Peters – Parish Clerk.  There were 3 members of the public present.

1. Public Forum
There were no comments from the members of the public present.
2. To receive apologies for absence
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs Hume and Browne.  On behalf of the Parish Council the Chairman wished Cllr Browne a speedy recovery following his recent operation.
3.
To receive councillors' declarations of Interest
There were none. 

      3.1 – To Consider any Dispensations    
      None received.
4. Report by County Cllr Andrew Reid
County Cllr Reid had submitted a written report which had been circulated to all Councillors.
County Cllr Reid reported that SCC had approved their budget in February 2017 and provided 

details regarding the 3% rise in Council Tax to support Adult Social Care Services.  He advised 

that savings of £38 million had to be made to which he gave details.  The Chairman thanked 

County Cllr Reid for his report.  The Chairman closed the meeting to allow members of the

public to comment.  A member of the public raised concerns regarding potholes within the 

village and on surrounding roads.  County Cllr Reid informed the member of the public that

£10 million had been put aside for surface dressing of roads to which he gave details.  The 

Chairman reconvened the meeting.
      Report by District Cllr Ray Herring

      District Cllr Herring gave a verbal report.  The Chairman thanked District Cllr Herring for his 

      report.
      Reports from Village Organizations

      PCC – Apologies had been received from Mike Cowling.  A written report had been received, 

      as follows:-

      A Village Supper and the Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held in the Village Hall on 
      Sunday 19th March at 5pm. All are welcome. After the brief formal business, including the 
      Annual Report and Financial Statement for 2016, a hot supper will be served (for which there is 
      no charge) and there will be a discussion of the Church’s Action Plan, which was formulated 
      after the Village meeting in September 2016.

 
       Report from Blaxhall Commons & Open Spaces Charitable Trust
       The Chairman closed the meeting and welcomed Mr Mark Oakley to the meeting.  Mark 

       advised the Trust’s AGM was due to be held on 1st April 2017 at 3:00pm.  He confirmed there 

       were currently 24 members and he reported on litter picks arranged for April 2017.  
       Mark confirmed that thanks to a grant from SCDC a report was to be compiled by SWT for the 
       Commons and the Pit to which he gave details.  He stated that as a local landowner had 

       suggested there may be a planning application submitted in the future for land which is 
       currently allotments that the Trust felt there maybe should be dialogue between themselves and 
       the Parish Council for a survey to be carried out in preparation if an application was to be 
       received.  He confirmed the Trust has members who were willing to compile this survey to 
       which he gave details and stated they would welcome input from the Parish Council.  Cllr 
       Herring stated he felt by carrying out a survey this could then set the scene in terms if and 
       when a planning application was submitted and suggested if carried out this should be very 
       carefully worded.  The Chairman gave details of the previous survey carried out by the Parish 
       Council in respect of this matter and stated his personal view was that it was not the right time 
       to carry out a survey but he could see merit in a survey being carried out possibly in the future 
       and input from the Commons Trust would be welcomed but the survey should be Parish 
       Council led.  

       The Chairman confirmed no formal application been received and therefore this survey 
       should not be carried out until an application had been received. 

       Cllr Pictor stated he agreed with the Chairman but felt if an application was received that the 
       Parish Council should look to work as closely as possible with the Commons Trust when 
       looking to respond.
       Cllr Plant stated he agreed it would be more appropriate that a survey is compiled once a 
       formal planning application had been received.
       The Chairman stated if and when a formal planning application for this land is received the 

       response would be submitted by the Parish Council but the Commons Trust would most 
       certainly be consulted.  Mark Oakley stated the Commons Trust would be more than willing to 
       assist to which the Chairman offered thanks.  

       The Chairman thanked Mark for his report and urged Councilors to attend the Commons Trust 
       forthcoming AGM.  The Chairman reconvened the meeting.

5. To approve the draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th 


January 2017
       The draft minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th January 2017 had 
       been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr 
       Herring, Seconded by Cllr Jennings.  All in Favour.

6. Matters arising from the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday 4th January 2017
There were none.
7.
Parish Clerk's Report

      I am going to be chasing David Chenery, SCC again regarding the posts for the VAS Sign as I 
      am extremely disappointed that these have not yet been sited.  Cllr McGinity from Chillesford 
      Parish Meeting has recommended that an additional battery and charger should be purchased 
      along with another set of brackets from Westcotec.  The cost of this being £204.00 which can be 
      split between the two parishes.
      I am very pleased to advise that the whole amount of the cost of the VAS sign has been funded 
      by District Cllr Herring and County Cllr Reid to which on behalf of the Parish Council I would 
      like to sincerely thank them.

      I informed the Parish Council in 2015 that a new accounting policy had been adopted for 
      smaller authorities being the Transparency Code.  I have recently found out that some funding is 
      available towards the running of Parish Council’s websites and also for the £50.00 annual fee to 
      OneSuffolk.  This funding can be backdated to 2015 and therefore I have applied for £787.68.  
      If received this amount will sit within the Parish Council’s ring fenced reserves.
      Finally, I would like to ask permission going forward for my monthly salary to be paid by 
      standing order.  There were No Objections to this request.  All in Favour.

8.
      Parish Council Business
      8.1 – Parish Council Co-option 
      The Chairman closed the meeting and welcomed Karen Baker to the meeting.  Karen gave a 
      brief statement as to why she wished to join the Parish Council.  The Chairman thanked Karen 
      and asked her to leave the room.  There was a formal vote and it was Unanimously Approved 
      that Karen should be co-opted onto the Parish Council.  Karen Baker was duly co-opted and the 
      declaration of acceptance of office was signed and witnessed by the Clerk.

      8.2 – Renewal of Higher Level Stewardship Agreement for Blaxhall Common – Ben
      Calvesbert SWT in attendance
      The Chairman gave details of correspondence received from Natural England and closed the 

      meeting to allow Ben Calvesbert to comment.  Ben gave details of the options that SWT could 
      provide to the Parish Council when they applied for a new Stewardship Agreement.  He gave 
      details of the area of common the application should be submitted for and reported on Capital 
      Works payments.  Ben confirmed that payment for felling individual trees could be applied for 
      at £144.00 per tree subject to the area being agreed with Natural England.  The Chairman 
      thanked Ben for his comments.  There was a discussion and it was felt that the new agreement 
      should remain between Natural England and the Parish Council.  The Chairman asked Mark 
      Oakley if he would like to comment.  Mark advised he did not wish to comment but thanked the 
      Chairman for giving him the opportunity to do so.  Ben advised the way forward could be to 

      set up a Working Group between the Parish Council and SWT to enable any urgent works to be 
      carried out.  The Chairman suggested a sub-committee could be formed for the Commons to 
      which himself and Cllr Pictor gave details.  Action: Clerk to submit EOL Form and apply
      for application pack from Natural England.
  9.
Environment Matters – To report on any matters relating to Highways, Footpaths and
              Allotments etc. in order to consider any actions required
     Karen Baker reported on the asbestos on the allotments behind her plot.  The Chairman reported 

     he would look into this and advised once the skips were sited he would be assisting to remove 
     any asbestos from Mill Common.

     9.1 – To consider correspondence received from a local resident regarding road signs 
     within the village

     The Chairman gave details regarding an e-mail received from a local resident.  This had also 

     been circulated to all Councillors.  It was agreed in the first instance the Clerk should resend the 

     e-mail sent by Mike Cowling regarding this matter to SC Highways in order to chase this matter 

     up.  The offer by the local resident was appreciated by the Parish Council.  

    10.         Planning Matters

      10.1 - Applications received since the last meeting

      Planning Ref: DC/17/0095/FUL

      Address: Primrose Cottage, 5 High Terrace, Farnham Road, Blaxhall
      Proposal: Second storey extension over existing single storey side extension
      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted 
      by SCDC with 3 Conditions.

      10.2. To consider any applications received prior to the meeting at the discretion of the 
      Chairman
      There were none.

      10.3. Update on Existing Applications

      Planning ref: DC/16/4893/FUL

      Address: 2 Ship Cottages, Ship Corner, Blaxhall, Woodbridge.

      Proposal: Demolition of existing rear lean-to and conservatory and replacement with new 
      extension, including two-storey element. This is a revised scheme, reduced in size from that 
      approved on 1 June 2016 (DC/16/1486/FUL). The new work will match or complement the 
      original building in terms of design and materials, reversing more recent unsympathetic 
      alterations. No alterations are proposed to the front elevation, other than those already approved.
      The Parish Council had No Objections.  This application has been Granted by SCDC with 3 
      Conditions.

      Planning Ref: DC/16/4696/FUL

      Address: 7 School Rd, Blaxhall

      Proposal: Rear extension, new car port and other minor alterations.

      The Parish Council had No Objections to this application.  This application has been Granted 
      by SCDC with 3 Conditions.

    11.        Finance
     Bank Balances as at 31/1/17: A/C 10796573 - £9,038.25, A/C 90184039 - £10,463.62

     Payments

     Jo Jones Salary & Expenses - £210.68



     11.1 Payments to be approved:-


     Jo Jones Salary & Expenses - £217.77

     HMRC (PAYE – Jo Jones) - £142.20

     Shane Pictor (Newsletter) - £35.00

     Playsafety Ltd (Annual Inspection) - £92.40

     Allied Westminster (VH Insurance Renewal) - £834.89
     Approval was Proposed by Cllr Pictor, Seconded by Cllr Jennings.  All in Favour.
     11.2 – To consider and approve 2016/17donations
     A list of donations given in 2015/16 was tabled for all Councillors.  It was agreed the same 
     would be given as per last year in 2016/17.  Approval was Proposed by Cllr Herring, Seconded     

     by Cllr Plant.  All in Favour.
     11.3 - Review of the Internal Financial Control System
     The Annual Review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Herring, Seconded by

     Cllr Jennings.  All in Favour.

     11.4 - Review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit 
     The Annual Review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Jennings, Seconded by

     Cllr Pictor.  All in Favour.

     11.5 – Review of the Parish Council Asset Register
     The Annual Review was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Herring, Seconded by

     Cllr Jennings.  All in Favour.

     11.6 – Review of Standing Orders & Financial Regulations 
     A copy of the updated documents had been circulated to all Councillors.  The Annual Review
     was carried out and Approval was Proposed by Cllr Herring, Seconded by Cllr Plant.  All in 
     Favour.
12.       Correspondence
            The Chairman gave details of correspondence received from Blaxhall Commons Trust regarding    

            the SWT report that was due to be carried out on the Pit.
13.       Chairman's Notices
     Village Hall/Playing Field Committee – Cllr Bowles reported the next meeting was to be held 
     on Wednesday 17th March 2017.  He confirmed this year’s Summer Ball would be held on 
     Saturday 3rd June 2017 and advised tickets were now being sold.  
14.       Any other matters arising
    Cllr Baker raised concerns regarding the development at Ship Corner.
15.       Questions/comments/items for the Parish Council Meeting to be held on Wednesday 3rd 
            May 2017 (Annual Parish Meeting & Annual General Meeting) 

            To approve end of year accounts.
16.       Public Forum
            There were no questions from the members of the public present.
There being no further discussion the Chairman thanked the Council for their attendance and formally closed the meeting at 9.20pm

Signed:  ...........................................  Chairman 
             Date:   .....................................................
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