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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

STATEMENT ON ROAD CLOSURES AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT AT WOODS LANE, MELTON -  

Bloor Homes, Suffolk County Council and the Highways Agency have ensured that best solution 

possible is proposed. 

 

Bloor Homes is currently building a new housing development, Longwood Fields, on the A1152 
Woods Lane Melton near the A12, opposite Bredfield Road.  
 
As part of the building process, it is necessary for a new section of sewer to be installed within the 
carriageway.  Bloor Homes was notified by Anglian Water where the new sewer must connect to 
Anglian Water’s network, which dictates the route of the pipe.  
 

After careful consideration of the work required, the working methods proposed, the space 

available, the proximity of the A12 junction and above all the safety of the workforce and highway 

users, the decision has been made to close Woods Lane for the duration of the works.  

 

Bloor Homes and Suffolk County Council’s network assurance team investigated all other options, 
but to carry out the works safely and efficiently, a full closure is required.  
 
The work will be undertaken in two separate phases. The first phase will include full road closure 
commencing on 6th November to 30th November 2017, to widen the road and create a filter lane to 
the new housing development, construct a new three-metre wide combined pavement for both 
cyclists and pedestrians, along with a new bus stop. A bus shelter and Toucan crossing will also be 
installed in the second phase of the works. 
 
The A1152 Woods Lane Melton will be fully open during December with Phase 2 commencing 8th 
January 2018. 
 
Phase two will require a full closure of Woods Lane from the 8th January to 13th April 2018 to 
construct the new sewer.  This will include new manholes within the highway, 500 metres of new 
foul sewer and widening and improvements of the existing footpath from the new Bloor Homes 
development to Valley Farm Road.  The works are due to be completed on 13th April 2018. 
 
To reduce HGV traffic in Woodbridge, there will be two diversion routes in place which have been 
agreed with Suffolk County Council and are deemed appropriate. 
 
Weight limits and signage will be in place to prevent HGVs heading into Woodbridge.  HGVs will be 

diverted north of Melton and back via Ufford along the B1438 and all other traffic will be diverted 

south on the A12 and back via Woodbridge. This will separate the volume of traffic over two routes 

and will accommodate the type of traffic along the most suitable category of roads.   

 

For residents, Woods Lane will be turned into a one-way system to enable residents to get from 
Bredfield Road to the A12 roundabout.  Access will be maintained to residents to Valley Rd, Leeks 
Hill and Woods Lane. 
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Additional traffic management measures will include a speed monitoring device. During the closure 
there will also be additional signage in place notifying that all local businesses are open as usual. 
 
Bus routes are currently being agreed. Pedestrian and cycle access will be maintained at all times 
throughout the works. Emergency services have been consulted on the closure and are aware of the 
works being carried out. 
 

In addition to much needed housing in the area, Longwood Fields will also provide improvements to 

schools, highways, open space, footpaths and cycle ways through the Community Infrastructure Levy 

requirement in excess of £2 million.   The development will enhance existing areas of green space 

around the edge of the site, including the creation of a linear park with a children’s play area. 

 

Suffolk County Council, Suffolk Coastal District Council and Bloor Homes will be hosting a public 

drop-in session at East Suffolk House, Station Road, Melton on the 31st October from 4.00pm to 

8.00pm where representatives will be available to answer any questions that local residents may 

have.   

 

Information updates from Bloor Homes regarding the road closure will be made available.  Bloor 

Homes apologises for any noise or inconvenience caused during these works. 

 
For general queries contact:  
Bloor Homes Ltd on 01284-847931 or woodslanehighwayworks@bloorhomes.com 

 

ENDS  

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

• Established in 1968, the Bloor group is now one of the largest privately-owned housing 

groups in the UK 

• Bloor Homes is based in Measham, near Swadlincote in Derbyshire, and has seven regional 

offices across the country 
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